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1Cor 15:35-49

“Living Eternal”
35 But someone will ask,“How are the dead raised? 

With what kind of body do they come?”



1 Corinthians 15:35-49
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? 
With what kind of body do they come?” 36 You 

foolish person! What you sow does not come to life 
unless it dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body 

that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or 
of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he 
has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 



39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one 
kind for humans, another for animals, another for 
birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly 
bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 

heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the 
earthly is of another. 41 There is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 

glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.



42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is 
sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43

It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown 
in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a 

natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it 

is written, “The first man Adam became a living 
being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 



46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the 
natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was 
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 

from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are 
those who are of the dust, and as is the man of 

heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 Just 
as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we 

shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.



1 Corinthians 15:35-49
But someone will ask, “How are 
the dead raised? With what kind 

of body do they come?”



FallCreation RestorationRedemption

God perfectly 
created all 

things to live in 
satisfaction and 

harmony.

Our treason 
brought 

conflict into 
peace and

death into life

God entered 
our conflict and 

death to 
purchase us

to life.

Jesus rose to 
renew all of 

creation, 
inverting the 

fall.



Creation

God perfectly 
created all 

things to live in 
satisfaction and 

harmony.
Psalm 139:14

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning, God created

the heavens and the earth.
“…and God saw that it was good…”

31 And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good



Fall

Our treason 
brought 

conflict into 
peace and

death into life

49 Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of 

the man of heaven.

Romans 8:20-21
For the creation was subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of him who subjected it, 
in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God.

“Life is a sexually transmitted terminal disease”
Marilyn Duckworth, 1984



Redemption

God entered 
our conflict and 

death to 
purchase us

to life.

Galatians 4:4-6
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 

5 to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

John Coffey, The Green Mile



Restoration

Jesus rose to 
renew all of 

creation, 
inverting the 

fall.

49 Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of 

the man of heaven.

Philippians 3:20
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it 
we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21a

who will transform our lowly body to be 
like his glorious body,



Restoration

Jesus rose to 
renew all of 

creation, 
inverting the 

fall.

Ultra Physical

John 20:19
On the evening of that day, the first day of 
the week, the doors being locked where 
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.”



Restoration

Jesus rose to 
renew all of 

creation, 
inverting the 

fall.

Ultra Physical

Luke 24:39
See my hands and my feet, that it is I 

myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his feet.
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43

and he took it and ate before them.



Restoration

Jesus rose to 
renew all of 

creation, 
inverting the 

fall.

39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is 
one kind for humans, another for animals, 
another for birds, and another for fish. 41

There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of 

the stars; for star differs from star in glory.



Revelation 21:1
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 

sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.”



Living Heavenward

Stop trying to make this heaven through…
Comfort
Pleasure

Recognition
Resources

Transfer my hope from this world



I treat this current world as heaven when I…

Living Heavenward



Living Heavenward

1 Thessalonians 4:13
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 
those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do 
who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 

him those who have fallen asleep.

Transfer my hope from this world



Living Heavenward

Treat this life and world as a foretaste by…
Living Humbly
Living Joyfully

Living Expectantly
Living Sacrificially

Transfer my hope from this world



If you read history you will find that the Christians who 
did most for the present world were just those who thought 

most of the next.

The Apostles themselves, who set on foot the conversion 
of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the 

Middle Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished the 
Slave Trade, all left their mark on Earth, precisely because 

their minds were occupied with Heaven.

It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the 
other world that they have become so ineffective in this.

C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity



The more I realize

that this world is a beautiful but temporary gift,
and the best is yet to come,

the more I will be able to…



Psalm 51:1
Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin!
3 For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.



Prayer of Confession: All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.



Prayer of Confession: All
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent,

for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name.

Amen.
Episcopal Book of Common Prayer



Luke 22:19-20
And he took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup

after they had eaten, saying,
“This cup that is poured out

for you is the new
covenant in my blood.”



Assurance of Pardon: Leader

Almighty God, who does freely pardon 
all who repent and turn to Him, now 

fulfill in every contrite heart the promise 
of redeeming grace; forgiving all our 

sins, and cleansing us from an evil 
conscience; through the perfect sacrifice 

of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.”
The Book of Common Worship, 1946


