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Good vs. evil



Good vs. evil



There are two equal and opposite errors into which our 
race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in 

their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an 
excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They 

themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail 
a materialist or a magician with the same delight.

The Screwtape Letters, CS Lewis



Mark 5:1-20

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the 
Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, 

immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an 
unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could 
bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often 
been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the 

chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had 
the strength to subdue him. 



5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he 
was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6 And 

when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him.
7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to 
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by 
God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come 
out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, 

“What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we 
are many.” 



10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 
country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the 
hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; 
let us enter them.” 13 So he gave them permission. And the 

unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, 
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank 

into the sea and drowned in the sea.



14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. 
And people came to see what it was that had happened. 
15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed 

man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed 
and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who 

had seen it described to them what had happened to the 
demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 



17 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 
18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been 
possessed with demons begged him that he might be with 

him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home 
to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for 
you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away 
and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had 

done for him, and everyone marveled.



Matthew 4:23-24
And he went throughout all Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every 
affliction among the people. 24 So his 
fame spread throughout all Syria, and 

they brought him all the sick, those 
afflicted with various diseases and 
pains, those oppressed by demons, 

those having seizures, and paralytics, 
and he healed them.



Ephesians 6:10-12
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put 
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against 

the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places.

The Spiritual war

WHAT THE BATTLE IS



2 Kings 6:15-17
When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and 
went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around 

the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we 
do?” 16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are 
more than those who are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and 

said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD 
opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

The Spiritual war

WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE



John 10:10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.

I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

The Spiritual war

WHAT’S AT STAKE



The Spiritual battle

2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there 
met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit.

Oppression
(Influence)

Possession
(Control)



3 He lived among the tombs. And no 
one could bind him anymore, not even 
with a chain, 4 for he had often been 
bound with shackles and chains, but 

he wrenched the chains apart, and he 
broke the shackles in pieces. No one 

had the strength to subdue him. 

9b “My name is Legion,
for we are many.”

They are MORE powerful 
than we think.
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5 Night and day among the tombs 
and on the mountains he was 
always crying out and cutting 

himself with stones

John 10:10
The thief comes only to steal

and kill and destroy.
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and DeHumanize
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6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, 
he ran and fell down before him.

7 And crying out with a loud voice, 
he said, “What have you to do with 

me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I adjure you by God, do not 

torment me.”

13 So (Jesus) gave them permission. 
And the unclean spirits came out 

and entered the pigs
They are LESS powerful 

than we think.

They Destroy
and DeHumanize

They are MORE powerful 
than we think.

They isolate and divide
(like a lion to his prey)



16 And those who had seen it 
described to them what had 

happened to the demon-possessed 
man and to the pigs. 17 And they 

began to beg Jesus to depart from 
their region.

They are LESS powerful 
than we think.

They Destroy
and DeHumanize

They are MORE powerful 
than we think.

They isolate and divide
(like a lion to his prey)

We often prefer
them over Jesus



15 And they came to Jesus and saw 
the demon-possessed man, the one 

who had had the legion, sitting 
there, clothed and in his right mind, 

and they were afraid.

Jesus is FAR MORE 
powerful than we think.

He brings
• Life from Death
• Order from Chaos
• Hope from Despair



THE COMPTONS



my Spiritual battle

How am I in bondage and walking among death?



“Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices”

Thomas Brooks (1652)

I’ll include a link to read this for free online in my weekly blog at

www.BrianKLand.com



Device:
“Presenting the bait, hiding the hook”

Remedies:
Sin is but a bitter sweet

Sin will usher in the greatest losses



Device:
“Lessening Sin – it’s not that bad”

Remedies:
Giving way to lesser makes way for greater



Remedies:
God’s mercy propels obedience, not sin

Repentance is ongoing hard work

Device:
“God is merciful – He’ll forgive me”



Device:
“Other Christians stronger than me do it”

Remedies:
We may see their sin but not their repentance

There are still consequences to sin



Device:
“Non-Christians are happy and doing well”

Remedies:
Outward things are not as they seem

We will all be held to account



Device:
“You are worthless; focus on your failures”

Remedies:
You’ve been freed from sin’s damnable power

Christ only saves those who are unworthy
Rest upon Christ

It is finished



Matthew 26:52-54
Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. 

For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you 
think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once 
send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how 

then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?”

The Spiritual Victory



15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one 
who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind…

Enjoying the Spiritual Victory

Romans 7:24-25
Wretched man that I 
am! Who will deliver 
me from this body of 

death? 25 Thanks be to 
God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord!

1 Corinthians 15:54b-57
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55 “O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.



18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been 
possessed with demons begged him that he might be with 

him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home 
to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done 

for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went 
away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much 

Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.

expressing the Spiritual Victory


