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LEADER Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.

ALL 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.

Call to Worship from Psalm 24:4-7
An ancient invitation into this sacred and powerful gathering



LEADER 6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
for they have been from of old.

ALL 7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!

Call to Worship from Psalm 24:4-7
An ancient invitation into this sacred and powerful gathering



• Lose Weight and Get Fit
• Quit Smoking
• Learn Something New
• Eat Healthier
• Get Out of Debt and Save Money
• Spend More Time with Family
• Travel to New Places
• Be Less Stressed
• Volunteer
• Drink Less
• Get Organized
• Learn to Count

Top 10 New Year’s Resolutions



Philippians 3
9b not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

that depends on faith
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature 
think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal 

that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.



What We Do Who We Are Who God Is What God Does

Christian Karma;
Vending Machine

Make God in our 
Own Image

I am the sum of 
my actions

Control what I do
and don’t do



Who God Is What God Does What We DoWho We Are



Who God Is

Eternal, Holy, 
Love, Immutable



Who God Is

Eternal, Holy, 
Love, Immutable

“Hesed”



Who God Is

Eternal, Holy, 
Love, Immutable

“Hesed”

Steadfast and Unconditional Love; 
Unbreakable Covenant Loyalty;

Goodness, Faithfulness, Kindness, Favor

Used 247 times in the Old Testament



“Inexpressible”
by Michael Card

“When the person from whom I have a right
to expect nothing gives me everything.”

“When the unexpected and undeserved gift of 
one’s life is offered with no strings attached, when 

the inexpressible acts of adoption, forgiveness 
and courage occur that leave us speechless.”

“Hesed”



Who God Is What God Does

Immanuel, 
Sacrifice, Rescue

Eternal, Holy, 
Love, Immutable

12b but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ 

Jesus has made me his own. 



Who God Is What God Does Who We Are

Rescued, Adopted 
and Restored

Immanuel, 
Sacrifice, Rescue

Eternal, Holy, 
Love, Immutable

9b not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness 

from God that depends on faith



Who God Is What God Does What We DoWho We Are

Rescued, Adopted 
and Restored

Live out of and 
into my True Self

Immanuel, 
Sacrifice, Rescue

Eternal, Holy, 
Love, Immutable

16 Only let us hold 
true to what we 
have attained.



Let my resolutions be to live out of my True Identity.

To Live Authentically

So the most fundamental steps are to know:
Who God is and

Who He has made me to be



Billy Sunday Birt
Born in 1937, he was named after Billy 

Sunday, famous and powerful preacher in 
the first 20 years of the 20th Century.

Got fired from a potato chip factory.

Killed 2 men for assaulting a woman,
and had 2 dreams the next 2 nights.

Had a car wreck, and insurance didn’t pay.



Created the Dixie Mafia in the early 60s

Robbed more banks than John Dillinger and 
robbed more people than Jesse James.

Most prolific murderer in Georgia history.
At least 52, but many believe it’s over 100. 



Sentenced to Death Row in 1973 and would 
be scheduled to die 8 times.

Accidentally shared the Gospel with Jerome 
Bowden just before Jerome’s execution.

His son Stoney was 
also in prison and was 
allowed to go see his 

dad before his 
execution.



The Sherriff of Winder, GA would 
regularly “check Billy out” from prison…

…and then…







Benediction
A 4000 years old tradition of giving a corporate blessing over God’s people.

Psalm 33:22

Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.


