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Matthew 11:28 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest

Collapsing on Jesus Again and Again
Scotty Smith

Merciful and mighty, Lord Jesus, you know our
weariness, heartaches, and burdens.

You also know we are tempted to deny our need,
dance around the issues,

and despair of our “this-is-too-much-ness.”

Thank you. Thank you for not calling us to greater resolve and effort,
but to yourself.

You are nearer than we realize,
and all we have to do

is collapse on you.
By faith, we do so.

Grant us the rest only you can give, Jesus.



Matthew 11:28 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest

Collapsing on Jesus Again and Again
Scotty Smith

Rest from forgetting Whose we are, and who we are in You
Rest from thinking you’re disappointed with us or don’t care
Rest from fears we can’t control and regrets we can’t redo

Rest from the cult of capability and self-sufficiency
Rest from the lies and condemning voice of the accuser

Rest from posing and pretending, and avoiding people who truly love us
Rest from the exhausting cycle of blaming others and making excuses



Matthew 11:28 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest

Collapsing on Jesus Again and Again
Scotty Smith

Rest from nursing grudges more than we drink living water
Rest from shouldering the uncertainties of a future you claim as yours

Rest from trying to be the 4th member of the Trinity to our kids

Just as we are—not as we think we should be, we come to you Jesus.
Thank you for your welcoming heart and promised rest.

So Very Amen.
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Revelation 2

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire,

and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

19 “‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 20 But I have 

this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to 

practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave 
her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 



22 Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit 
adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they 

repent of her works, 23 and I will strike her children dead. And all the 
churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I 

will give to each of you according to your works.



24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, 
who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I 

say, I do not lay on you any other burden. 25 Only hold fast what you 
have until I come.

26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to 
him I will give authority over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with 

a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I 
myself have received authority from my Father. 28 And I will give him 

the morning star.

29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
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The Thyatira Culture



The Thyatira Culture

• Blue Collar Textile Town
- Pottery, Fabric, Metalwork

• Trade Guilds Fundamental
- Vocational, Social and Spiritual
- Mandatory
- Gatherings held in Apollo temple
- Heavy drinking
- “Intimacy” on the couches



The Thyatira Church

Acts 16:14
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller 

of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her 
household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful 

to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.



The Thyatira Church

The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame 
of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

vs. Apollo, the “son of god” Fire and Bronze



The Thyatira Church

19 “‘I know
your works,

your love
and faith

and service
and patient endurance,

and that your latter works exceed the first.



The Thyatira Church

20 But I have this against you, 
that you tolerate that woman 

Jezebel,

who calls herself a 
prophetess

and is teaching and seducing 
my servants to practice 

sexual immorality and to eat 
food sacrificed to idols.

Jezebel



The Thyatira Church

20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel,

1 Kings 16:16b
(Israel’s King Ahab) 

took for his wife 
Jezebel the 

daughter of Ethbaal
king of the 

Sidonians, and went 
and served Baal and 

worshiped him.

1 Kings 19:2
Then Jezebel sent a 
messenger to Elijah, 
saying, “So may the 

gods do to me and more 
also, if I do not make 
your life as the life of 

one of them by this time 
tomorrow.”

2 Kings 9
When (King) Jehu 
came to Jezreel, 

Jezebel heard of it. 
And she painted 

her eyes and 
adorned her head 
and looked out of 

the window.



The Thyatira Church

20 But I have this against you, 
that you tolerate that woman 

Jezebel,

who calls herself a 
prophetess

and is teaching and seducing 
my servants to practice 

sexual immorality and to eat 
food sacrificed to idols.

False Teacher

Seduce/Deceive

Sexual Immorality Sacrificed Food



The Thyatira Church

20 But I have this against you, 
that you tolerate that woman 

Jezebel,

who calls herself a 
prophetess

and is teaching and seducing 
my servants to practice 

sexual immorality and to eat 
food sacrificed to idols.

False Teacher

Seduce/Deceive

Sexual Immorality Sacrificed Food

24b “who have not learned 
what some call the deep 

things of Satan”



The Thyatira Church

Matthew 7
15 “Beware of false prophets, who 

come to you in sheep’s clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You 

will recognize them by their fruits.



The Thyatira Connection

20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 
calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to 

practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.

InsideOutside vs. Personalvs.





I’ll take Jesus, but in order for
God to be happy, I’ll add…
(more on this next week)

I’ll take Jesus, but in order to 
be happy, I’ll subtract…

Generosity Sexual Ethic
Exclusivity Judgement



Truth

Money Sex Power



Does God agree always with you?

Are you allowed to have a Biblical 
belief that you really don’t like, or 

that conflicts with popular opinion?



”That’s not 
very loving”

”I don’t like 
conflict”

”Who am I 
to judge?”

”That rule is 
outdated”

”Is that 
wrong?”

Why it’s so easy for compromise to sneak in



Weakened 
Humanism

Weaponized 
Obsession

Fearful 
Avoidance

Gracious 
Fidelity



And all the churches will 
know that I am he who 

searches mind and heart,

God’s Patience and Grace
21 I gave her time to repent, 
but she refuses to repent of 

her sexual immorality. 

Heart > Behavior



25 Only hold fast
what you have
until I come.

Luke 23:39
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, 

saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”

The Gospel never tell us What 
without telling us

Why & How



2 Timothy 2:12a
if we endure, we will 
also reign with him

26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to 
him I will give authority over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with 

a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I 
myself have received authority from my Father.

Revelation 1:18b
I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of Death and Hades.



Revelation 22
16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things 
for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the 

bright morning star.” 17a The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”

28 And I will give him the morning star.



Matthew 26
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 

after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”

27 And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new with you in 

my Father’s kingdom.”



Benediction
A 4000 years old tradition of giving a corporate blessing over God’s people.

2 Timothy 1:2b
Grace, mercy, and peace from

God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.


